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whom they adore, for the purpose of propitiating
them and ensuring their protection of the people,
male and female, of the cattle, the fowls, the
grain and other fruits of the earth; on this ac-
count it is that his majesty adheres to the rule
that has been mentioned, and on that particular
day proceeds to the spot where, with his own
hands, he is to make the offering of milk. In such
occasions these astrologers, or magicians as they
may be termed, sometimes display their skill in a
wonderful manner; for if it should happen that
the sky becomes cloudy and threatens rain, they
ascend the roof of the palace where the grand
khan resides at the time, and by the force of their
incantations they prevent the rain from falling
and stay the tempest; so that whilst, in the sur-
rounding country, storms of rain, wind, and
thunder are experienced, the palace itself remains
unaffected by the elements. Those who operate
miracles of this nature are persons of Tebeth and
Kesmir, two classes of idolaters more profoundly
skilled in the art of magic than the natives of
any other country. They persuade the vulgar
that these works are effected through the sanctity
of their own lives and the merits of their pen-
ances; and presuming upon the reputation thus
acquired, they exhibit themselves in a filthy and
indecent state, regardless as well of what they
owe to their character as of the respect due to
those in whose presence they appear. They suffer